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Birth of Merlin is certainly in no part the woik of Shakspere.
Mr. C. F. Tucker Brooke, in his Shakespeare Apocrypha^ 1908, p. xlvi,
says : " There is no external evidence of Shakespeare's authorship except
that of the publisher, Kirkman, repeated in his catalogues of 1661 and
1671.   This attribution, made so long after Shakespeare's death, and by a
particularly untrustworthy authority, has met with scant respect in modern
times." Whatever Rowley's share in the play may have been, the publisher
was probably only using ShakspereTs name, as others had before him, to
recommend his book.    M.]